
American History Test Review
Chapter 5: Road to Revolution
Chapter 6: The American Revolution
 
Part 1: General Information
During the French and Indian War, a movement to unite all 13 colonies under one government failed 
when not a single colony approved such a move.  What was the name given to this failed movement?
  - Albany Plan of Union
 
What are the three important things you need to know about the French and Indian War.
   - It was a war with the French and Indians on one side, & the British with some Indians on the other 
side.
   - Most American colonists fought on the side of the British.
   - The two sides were fighting over land in the Ohio Valley.
 
What was the war where a number of Indian tribes united together to fight the British.
  - Pontiac’s War
   
This act forced the colonists to live only east of the Appalachian Mountains. 
  - Proclamation of 1763
 
This act placed a tax on molasses.
  - Sugar Act
   
What types of things were taxed under the Stamp Act?
  - legal documents, playing cards, calendars 
 
Which of the following was not taxed under the Stamp Act?
    - stamps
 
What types of items were taxed under the Townshend Acts?
  - paint, glass, tea
   
What was the name of the agreement many colonists made to not import British taxed items?
   - Non-importation Agreement
   
How many individuals were killed in the Boston Massacre?
  - 5
 
In response to the Boston Tea Party, the British hit Boston with the Intolerable Acts.  These Intolerable 
Acts did the following.
  - The British shut down the port of Boston.
  - British officials charged of major crimes would be tried in Britain instead of Massachusetts.
  - British commanders could force American citizens to house troops in their homes.
  - The people of Massachusetts were only allowed to hold town meetings once a year.
 
How long did the Revolutionary War last, and how many patriot/rebel soldiers lost their lives during the 
Revolutionary War?
   - Six Years & 25,000 Men
 
 
 



Part 1: General Information (cont.)
List three things that made Valley Forge so terrible?
   - 1 out of every 5 soldiers did not have shoes, and it was winter.
   - Many of the men suffered from sickness and disease.
   - The men had to put up with crowded living conditions and lack of food.
 
How did Von Steuben help Gen.l Washington bring order, discipline, & hygiene to Valley Forge?
   - He moved latrines away from living quarters, and then rebuilt the kitchens away from the latrines.
   - He wrote a manual on military training, with methods that are still used today.
   - He organized housing according to regiments and companies.
 
With the victory over British General John Burgoyne, what country decided to join the war on America's 
side?
   - France
 
On April 15, 1783 the Treaty of Paris brought an official end to the Revolutionary War.  What did this 
treaty grant the United States?
   - The British recognized the United States as an independent nation.
   - The borders of the United States extended from the Atlantic ocean to the Mississippi River.
   - The southern border of the United States stopped at Florida, which was returned to Spain.
 
 During what years did the Revolutionary War take place?
   - 1775 - 1778
 
A loyalist was somebody who was...
   - Loyal to Great Britain
 
A patriot was someone who was...
   - Loyal to the American colonies
  
How would you describe the American Navy during the Revolutionary War?
   - America did not have a navy.
 
 
Part 2: Important Battles
Be able to match the description of the battle to the name of the battle.
 
Battle of Yorktown - For several weeks, American and French forces had the British surrounded and 
trapped. Finally, General Cornwallis’s British army of nearly 8,000  surrendered. As the British troops 
surrendered, the British band played the tune “The World Turned Upside Down.” This battle, which ended 
on October 19, 1781, pretty much brought an end to the war.
 
Battle of Trenton - This battle, which took place on December 26, 1776, is probably best remembered 
by the picture of George Washington crossing the Delaware River.   The actual battle had the American 
soldiers surprising and capturing approximately 1,000 Hessian soldiers.
 
Battle of Bunker Hill: This early battle over the city of Boston took place on June 16, 1775.
Even though the British lost more than 1,000 men and the Americans only lost about 400 men, this battle 
is considered a British victory because the Americans had to retreat when they ran out of gunpowder/
ammo.



 
Part 2: Important Battles (cont.)
Be able to match the description of the battle to the name of the battle.
 
Battle of Lexington & Concord: Even though historians are unsure who fired the first shot, this battle, 
which took place a few miles out of Boston, lays claim to the “Shot Hear Round The World”.  This battle is 
also famous for the riders, like Paul Revere, who warned the colonists that the British were coming.
 
Battle of Saratoga: General Burgoyne surrendered his entire army to the Americans at this October 1777 
battle.  It was a high point for the Americans, because this victory convinced France to become an ally of 
the United States.  It was to soon be followed by a low point...the Valley Forge winter of 1777-78
 
    
Part 3: Important Individuals:
Be familiar with each of these people and what they are known for.
 
The words, "Give me Liberty, or give me Death!" were stated in a speech by what person?
   - Patrick Henry
 
This individual was the author of Common Sense and The American Crisis.
   - Thomas Paine
 
This silversmith created the engraving of the Boston Massacre, which helped whip up colonial fury against the British. 
He was also one of the riders who warned the people of Lexington & Concord that the British were coming. 
   - Paul Revere
 
This group of angry colonists protested British policies. One of the most famous protests was the dumping of British 
tea in Boston Harbor.  What was the name given to this group?  
   - Sons of Liberty
 
This individual formed a committee of correspondence that regularly wrote letters and pamphlets reporting on events 
in Massachusetts. Before long, this form of correspondence became a major tool of protest in every colony.  This 
individual also helped lead the Boston Tea Party.
   - Samuel Adams
 
This group of people paraded, signed petitions, and organized a boycott of fine British cloth.  One of their slogans 
was, "It is better to wear a Homespun coat than to lose your liberty."
   - Daughters of Liberty
 
As he was walking to the gallows for his hanging, this American officer declared, "I only regret that I have but one life 
to lose for my country."  
   - Nathan Hale
 
This individual was the author of the Declaration of Independence.
   - Thomas Jefferson
 
This individual was the leader of the Continental Army.
   - George Washington
 
This individual served as a general under General Washington during the Revolutionary War. However, he felt 
that his honor was insulted when not given credit for his victories on the battlefield.  This caused him to betray the 
American cause and join the British army.
   - Benedict Arnold
 
This individual spent much of his time in France trying to convince them to become an ally of the United States.  He 
was famous for his witty writing and scientific discoveries. While this individual was a strong patriot, his only son was 
a loyalist governor.  The Revolutionary War ended up destroying the relationship between this father and his son.
   - Benjamin Franklin



 
 
Part 3: Important Individuals (cont.):
Be familiar with each of these people and what they are known for.
 
This blacksmith, known for his fierce temper, lead a band of men in a surprise attack against Fort Ticonderoga.
  - Ethan Allen
 
This individual led a small band of militia and used guerrilla (hit-and-run) tactics to harass the British.  His men would 
appear suddenly out of the swamps, quickly attack, and then retreat back into the swamps.  This earned him the 
nickname Swamp Fox.
   - Francis Marion
 
This group of foreign soldiers were hired by the British to fight against the Colonial Army.  In one American victory, 
nearly 1,000 of these German mercenaries were captured by the Americans.
    - The Hessians
 
List three things that describe Washington's early days as the general of the Continental Army?
    - Washington’s army is continually attacked & has to retreat, leaving major cities in the hands of the British
   - Washington keeps losing soldiers due to defeat, poor living conditions, and illness.
   - Generals serving under Washington keep trying to undermine his authority because they want 
     his position as commander of the Continental Army.
 
 
Part 4: Important Documents:
Be able to organize the following sections of the Declaration of Independence into the correct order from 
the first part to the last part.
   - The Preamble
   - The Rights of All People
   - The List of Grievances
   - The Statement of Independence 
 
Know the following three facts about The Olive Branch Petition.
    - The Olive Branch Petition was an attempt to restore America's relationship with Great Britain.
    - The Olive Branch Petition was sent to England about a year before The Declaration of Independence.
   - The Olive Branch Petition uses the term "your Majesty" or "your Majesty's" over 20 times.
 
Be familiar with the quotes from the following documents.
 
From The Olive Branch Petition
"We beg further leave to assure your Majesty, that notwithstanding the sufferings of your loyal Colonists during the 
course of this present controversy, our breasts retain too tender a regard for the kingdom from which we derive 
our origin, to request such a reconciliation as might, in any manner, be inconsistent with her dignity or welfare. 
These, related as we are to her, honour and duty, as well as inclination, induce us to support and advance; and the 
apprehensions that now oppress our hearts with unspeakable grief, being once removed, your Majesty will find our 
faithful subject on this Continent ready and willing at all times, as they have ever been with their lives and fortunes, to 
assert and maintain the rights and interests of your Majesty, and of our Mother Country." 
 
Important Documents (cont.):
Be familiar with the quotes from the following documents.
 
From The Declaration of Independence
"We hold these truths to be self evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness."
 
"He (King George III) has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against 
us. He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people."
 
"That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from 
all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, 



is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, 
conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent 
States may of right do."
 
From The American Crisis
"THESE are the times that try men's souls.  The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink 
from the service of their country; but he that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman."
 
"Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the harder the conflict, the more 
glorious the triumph.  What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dearness only that gives every thing its 
value."
 
From Common Sense
"But Britain is the parent country, say some. Then the more shame upon her conduct. Even brutes do not devour 
their young, nor savages make war upon their families; Europe, and not England, is the parent country of America. 
This new world hath been the asylum for the persecuted lovers of civil and religious liberty from every part of Europe. 
Hither have they fled, not from the tender embraces of the mother, but from the cruelty of the monster; and it is so far 
true of England, that the same tyranny which drove the first emigrants from home, pursues their descendants still."
 
"Small islands not capable of protecting themselves are the proper objects for government to take under their care; 
but there is something absurd, in supposing a Continent to be perpetually governed by an island. In no instance hath 
nature made the satellite larger than its primary planet; and as England and America, with respect to each other, 
reverse the common order of nature, it is evident that they belong to different systems. England to Europe: America 
to itself." 
 
   
 


